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Colonial Trades WebQuest
Introduction: 

Do you know what a tanner is?  It is not something you get from the sun!  It’s an 

actual job from Colonial times. 

Today, your life is going to change!  Thanks to modern technology, you will be 

transported back in time.  You are an apprentice at a shop in Colonial America.  But, 

your classmates back in the 21st century have no idea what you’re up to.  When you 

get back, you will need to provide them with clues to help them guess your 

occupation. 

While you are away, think about these questions: 

How is your occupation important to the people of Colonial America? 

Is this occupation still important today?  Why or why not?   

How is this job done today?  What is the same?  What is the difference? 

Task: (#1. Task Definition) 

While you are back in time, you will research a colonial trade of your choice.  Use the 

Tree Map to help you gather information about your trade.  You will create a “My 

Colonial Trade” book.  Use the resources provided to find information. 

The Process: (#2. Info. Seeking Strategies, #3. Location and Access, #4. Use of   

Information) 

 You will research your chosen occupation using the resources provided.  You

will need to use both print and digital sources.  You will take notes on the tree

map provided, making sure to paraphrase and write them in your own words.

 Make sure to cite your sources in the frame of reference on your map.

 If there are pictures that you would like to include in your book, copy and save

them to your folder that can be found inside your teacher’s folder on the H:

student52 drive.  Make sure to name your pictures something you can

remember.

 It is better to find more information than necessary, rather than having not

enough.
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 You can find information online at: 

 

All Trades Then 

http://www.history.org/  

http://www.history.org/almanack/life/trades/tradehdr.cfm  

http://www.history.org/history/teaching/tradsamp.cfm 

http://mrnussbaum.com/13colonies/13trades/ 

 

All Trades Now 

http://www.ehow.com/ 

http://www.factmonster.com/spot/careers.html 

 

 You may use the books in the media center that have been selected for you, as 

well as your social studies book. 

You will organize your research into an informational book.  Your book should include: 

 Book Cover including trade name, picture and your name 

 Pages including the information you took notes on, organized by categories 

from your tree map (job description, tools used, products made, importance of 

job/trade/product) 

 Other pages should include pictures with captions or labels, diagrams, glossary, 

table of contents, index, flow map, double bubble comparing the jobs then and 

now (venn diagram), quick facts box, headings/subheadings, map… 

 Others could include an advertisement selling your services timeline, 

dedication page, font variances, graphs… 

 Second to last page will be a journal entry about your adventure, referencing 

the questions asked in the introduction, (How is your occupation important to 

the people of Colonial America?  Is this occupation still important today?  Why 

or why not?  How is this job done today?  What is the same?  What is the 

difference?)  This is from your point of view as that tradesman. (You may use 

your double bubble map to help you with this.)   

 The final page should be an “about the author” page and should include a 

picture, date of birth and a few facts about yourself. 

Evaluation: (#6.  Evaluation – process and product) 
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