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Hey there friends. It’s me, Bender. I just 

wanted to check in and let you know how 

things have been going here at The Turtle 

Hospital. I am doing wonderful and so are 

all of my other sea turtle friends. Although I 

will not be able to go back in the ocean 

(because I have bubble butt syndrome), the 

Rehab staff takes very good care of me and I 

am quite happy here. I really appreciate your 

interest in me. I am so lucky that there are 

such caring and generous people out there 

like you. 

 
 

 
In February the piece of land that The Turtle Hospital calls home was officially transferred to the 

hospital by Turtle Hospital Founder Richie Moretti. The property has a deed restriction that it can 

only be used for a sea turtle hospital guaranteeing that the sea turtles of the Florida Keys will 

always have a place here to get the care they need. The transfer of the property also will allow for 

the Turtle Hospital to grow larger and expand the ways that we are able to help sea turtles! It feels 

so good to know that my home here at the hospital is now truly a forever home. 

 

In May we had a very unique rescue, a juvenile Kemp’s Ridley named Echo. Kemp’s Ridleys are 

the rarest sea turtles in the world. Echo was found entangled in fishing line and has a deep 

laceration on her flipper and a small fracture. Luckily she was rescued before too much damage 

was done and The Turtle Hospital staff expects her to make a full recovery at the hospital and be 

released. She is only a few years old and a Kemps Ridley of this age would be typically be found 

living in open ocean hiding in sargassum sea grass. It is truly an exciting experience for all of us 

to have such a rare visitor to our hospital. But the best part is that this little beauty will get to 

return to the ocean where she belongs. 

 

Thanks again for adopting and caring for me. It is truly the compassion of people like you that 

will carry this hospital into the future and help to preserve the vitality of our oceans by ensuring 

the survival of my friends and family. None of this could be done without you. Be sure to visit me 

on the website. You can stay up to date on the latest rescues, surgeries, releases and other exciting 

news online! Please visit www.TurtleHospital.org for information or find us on Facebook, 

Instagram and Snapchat. 

 

With Love, 

Bender 

http://www.turtlehospital.org/

