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Hey there friends. It’s us, Bender & Rebel. Happy New Year!! We just 

wanted to let you know that we are doing wonderful here at the hospital 

with all our other sea turtle friends. The hospital staff takes very good care 

of us and we are so lucky that there are such caring and generous people 

out there like you. We really appreciate your interest in us. 

 

Did you know: Male sea turtles spend their entire lives underwater. 

Female sea turtle come to land only to lay eggs. Since male sea turtles do 

not have to do anything with eggs, they do not leave the ocean. Sea Turtle 

eggs are round in shape. Female sea turtles lay about 150 eggs at a time and 

these eggs resemble tiny balls because of their round shape. It can take a 

female sea turtle as long as 20 years to be old enough to lay eggs. Here in 

Florida sea turtles nest during the warmer months, March to October and 

the baby sea turtle take between 45-60 days to hatch. 

 

Once in a lifetime rescue: On December 16th The Turtle Hospital helped disentangle an estimated 

600lb leatherback sea turtle. Leatherbacks do not live in the waters surrounding the Florida Keys but 

they will migrate through. Leatherbacks prefer very deep water. Since leatherbacks are so rare in the 

Florida Keys we do very few rescues with them so helping this beautiful animal was a once in a 

lifetime experience for some of our staff. 

 

Be sure to visit me on the website or set-up a Skype session to see me face to face! E-mail all 

inquiries to theturtlehospital@yahoo.com. You can stay up to date on the latest rescues, surgeries, 

releases and other exciting news online! Please visit www.TurtleHospital.org for information or 

follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat. Hope your school year is going well and I’ll 

write again soon! 

 

With Love,   Bender and Rebel  

http://www.turtlehospital.org/

