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Hey there friends. It’s us, Bender & Rebel. 

I just wanted to let you know that we are 

doing wonderful here at the hospital with 

all our other sea turtle friends. The hospital 

staff takes very good care of us and we are 

so lucky that there are such caring and 

generous people out there like you. We really appreciate your interest in us. 

 

Did you know: The food habits of sea turtles depend on the species of sea turtle. Some species are 

carnivores, eating other animals, while some sea turtles are herbivores eating only plants. Some 

turtles are omnivores i.e. they consume both plants and meat. A turtle’s beak will give you an idea of 

what they eat. Sea turtles do not have teeth but green sea turtles have a saw like ridge around their 

mouth for cutting sea grass while leatherback’s have a mouth full of little spikes for ingesting slippery 

jellyfish! Check out this picture from the inside of a leatherback’s mouth. 

 

 
 

Patient of the Month: Shelmore 
Back in September we rescued a loggerhead sea turtle named Shelmore who had to have a 2 foot eel 

removed from his body. Eels are not a typical diet for a sea turtle and we are unsure exactly why 

Shelmore ate the eel, which was still alive! In an effort to escape the eel chewed a hole in Shelmore’s 

intestines and crawled into his body cavity. This created a very severe infection. We are happy to 

report that after removing the eel and treating the infection with medicine, Shelmore is making a full 

recovery!  

 

You can stay up to date on Shelmore and all the latest rescues, surgeries, releases and other 

exciting news online! Please visit www.TurtleHospital.org for information or follow us on Facebook, 

Instagram and Snapchat. I hope your school year is going well and I will write again soon! Happy 

Holidays! 

 

With Love,  

Bender and Rebel  

http://www.turtlehospital.org/

