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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Pearl Lean Staff, in partnership with parents and community, is dedicated to educating our children intellectually, socially, 
and emotionally; therefore, empowering them to become responsible citizens, life-long learners and positive contributors to our 
ever changing world. 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
The fundamental purpose of Pearl Lean is to ensure high levels of learning for all students. 
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2825 Girard, Warren, MI  48092                                          Monday – Friday Start: 8:47 a.m. 
Phone: (586) 574-3230                                 Half day dismissal 12:03 p.m. 
Fax: (586) 698-4366               http://www.wcs.kids.net/lean/           Full day dismissal 3:59 p.m. 
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   Principal’s Page      

                                           Ensuring Safety 
 
Dear Families, 
As the weather improves, and kids want to spend more time outside, it is important to talk with them about 

being safe outside. Here are some ways to help your family improve safety. 
 
Explore your neighborhood. 
Familiarize your child with local places you frequent. Visit local places like markets, doctor’s office, gas 

stations, post offices, libraries, and churches with your child. Trace the route between your home and your child’s 
school. Show your child on a map where he/she lives and help him/her become familiar with the street names in 
your neighborhood. Help your child to be aware of his/her surroundings. Teach your child to notice things. Have 
your child describe different rooms in the house. Teach him/her descriptive terms in order to talk in depth about 
what he/she observes. 

 
Improve your child’s memory. 
Go for a walk on your street and have your child recall different things that were seen. Teach your child to 

remember what he/she has seen by practicing with familiar objects around the house. Use songs or past events as 
part of your memory training activities. If children are solidly familiar with their neighborhood, surrounding 
streets, and home information (address, phone number), the risks of becoming lost or other troubling situations 
are greatly reduced. 

 
Improve your child’s ability to listen. 
Talk about pictures in a book. Name objects or people in the pictures. Have your child recount them to you. 

Teach your child to follow oral directions. 
 
Improve safety around the house. 
There are many precautions that can be taken in the home to ensure your child’s safety: 

• Make sure screen windows are in good repair. 
• Check yard for hazards such as broken glass. 
• Keep matches, lighters, candles, and other tempting fire hazards locked up and out of reach of your 

child. 
• Keep flammable liquids outdoors. 
• Have a first aid kit in a convenient location. 
• Check your child’s play area for poisonous plants. 
• Do not let your child eat any plants. 

 
By exploring your neighborhood, improving your child’s memory and ability to listen, and tightening 
safety around the house, you can create a safer environment for your entire family. 

 
Mr. Kerry R. Keener, Ed.S 
Principal 



 
 
 

 
 

 
March was such a fun month in Kindergarten!  We celebrated Dr. Seuss’ Birthday 
and completed many fun projects and activities to promote the love of reading.  
Not only did we celebrate literacy, we also celebrated St. Patrick’s Day with 
more fun projects and activities.  The 1st day of spring was on March 20th.  We 

learned all about the spring season and changes in the weather.  We were fortunate to be invited 
to attend a play, “Alice in Wonderland.” performed by WCS high school students at Sterling 
Heights Performing Arts Center!  Lastly, it was so great seeing so many parents at Parent-
Teacher conferences.  We are looking forward to having a well-rested Spring Break and learning 
more fun things in April!  
 
 

March was a fun filled month in first grade! We shared many Dr. Seuss books and 
enjoyed the Read Across America Celebration.  We enjoyed St. Patrick’s Day 
activities and celebrated Incredible Kid Day. In reading, we are learning about 
inferences and summarizing as well as continuing to progress in our guided reading 

groups. In math, we have completed our geometry unit and we will be learning strategies like make 
a ten, using a ten frame and a double ten frame, doubles, near doubles, and adding 3 digits.  We 
are continuing to work on our unit on light and sounds in science.  All the teachers are very 
impressed with the progress our first graders are making. We are looking forward to a fabulous 
spring break and a wonderful April! 

 

 

March was a busy, but fun month! In Math, we finished up our Measurement Unit 
and began our Geometry Unit. In Reading, we practiced looking for clues in order to 
make inferences while we read and we also practiced making connections. In 
Writing, we have been working on research papers. In Science, we continued our 
Structures and Properties of Matter Unit. The students loved reading and 
discussing The One and Only Ivan. Some students also participated in the United 

Shore Professional League Baseball Program and will be earning a free ticket to an upcoming 
baseball game at Jimmy John’s field. We are looking forward to Spring Break and more fun in 
April! 

 



With the NWEA testing behind us, the 3rd grade teachers want to say “Well Done!” 
to all our students who gave their personal best.  We are very proud of you guys!  
The third graders have worked hard on their biography bottles and most turned one 
in before break.  We proudly displayed them in the media center for all to see.  As 
for science, we are in the final stages of our Changes in Motion unit.  We continue to 
learn fun concepts associated with gravity, force, motion, friction, etc. The next 

science unit will be about organisms.  In social studies, we are learning about the Birth of the 
Automobile and the Great Depression.  In math,  fractions have been a lot of fun and students 
are now learning about the decimal form of fractions.  We are very excited for the next field 
trip to the Detroit Institute of Art.  We hope everyone has a wonderful spring break with your 
family and friends.    

 

Spring is in the air! With the warmer temperatures, we hope you and your family 
are enjoying some time outside. It has been a long winter! The fourth graders 
continue to work in guided reading groups to improve their reading comprehension 
and fluency. In math, we are finishing up our unit on Fractions. In writing, we are 
practicing Jan Richardson’s summarizing strategy called Key Words. In social 

studies, we are beginning to learn about the different regions of the United States. In science, 
we are learning about different forms of energy. So far, we have covered physical energy, sound 
energy, and heat energy. We will be moving on to light energy next. Please remember to continue 
to check student agendas and to sign them every weekend. The spring portion of the NWEA test 
is complete and we are now preparing for the MSTEP, in which we are scheduled to take during 
the 1st two weeks in May. Please be sure that your child receives adequate rest and has a 
nutritious breakfast on testing days. Attendance is also super important! 

 

We have entered the last trimester of the school year. Encourage your child to 
complete his/her homework and to have their Agendas & Friday Folders signed each 
week. Spring tends to be a time when students struggle to remain focused in school. 
We are reading historical fiction and fictional stories regarding the U. S. government 
relative to WWII and the presidency. In math, we are working on fractions and 

multiplying and dividing decimals. Ask your child to share with you what he/she is doing in math 
and what they have learned about fractions and decimals. Reviewing at home is a great learning 
tool. In science, we are continuing with Structure and Properties of Matter and will be starting 
the unit Systems and Survival and in social studies we are learning about the effects of the 
American Revolution and will be moving on to the U.S. government. We will also focus on the 
Constitution and how the laws of our great country were established. M-STEP is our State 
Assessment that will be given during the month of April. M-STEP test will be assessing Language 
Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies. Please make sure that your child receives adequate rest 
and eats breakfast so that they are ready on testing days. Your child’s attendance is very 
important during testing days. Testing Days are April 11th ELA, April 15th Social Studies, April 
17th Science, and April 22nd Math. This last Trimester, students have already begun earning 
their participation into the field day. Please encourage your 5th grader to complete all assigned 
work. 



MEDIA NEWS  

Media Message   
April 2019 
 
By: Ms. Cardamone 
 
Our One School One Book program was a huge success!  We are excited to hear that so 
many families enjoyed reading The One and Only Ivan together.   Students answered 
questions weekly, participated in raffles, and read the picture book companion in their 
classrooms.   Our reading breakfasts for students and their families were very well 
attended, too!  From the amount of positive feedback we received from our students 
and families, we are hoping to make this an annual event.  
  
Our spring Scholastic Book Fair will be held the week of May 6.  This week coincides 
with the Lean Ice Cream Social, and the book fair will be open during the evening of the 
event.      
  
A friendly reminder as we approach the end of the school year: all books must be 
returned by the end of the school year. We do have many students with overdue 
books. We do not charge fines for overdue books, but we do charge for a lost 
book.  Please help your children find and return their library books so that we have a 
well-stocked media center for all students to enjoy!  

 

 

                   

 
Starting May 1st, Lean is conducting a recycling drive through Computer E-

Waste Recycling. The box is located by the main entrance in front of the 
office. This recycling drive will collect small electronics. 

 (NO desktops or printers). 
 
 
 



Building Healthy Community 

Don’t Forget Breakfast! 
 

April is a month where students take standardized tests. Your child’s ability to learn and succeed in 
the classroom improves when he or she has eaten breakfast. When your children eat breakfast at 
home, try to include three different food groups. An example of this might be low-sugar, whole-grain 
cereal with milk and a glass of 100% fruit juice or a sliced banana on the cereal. If time is not on your 
side, that’s okay! Whole grain waffles, a handful of nuts and an apple to eat in the car on the way to 
school will work. A peanut butter and banana sandwich is also easy to eat on the go and tastes great! 
Don’t forget that leftovers from the night before can make a good breakfast. Or you could make a fruit 
smoothie! Blend whatever fresh, frozen, or canned fruits you have on hand with ½ cup of low-fat or 
non-fat yogurt and you’ve got a delicious breakfast ready to go! Lastly, you can always pack a breakfast 
to go the night before, so you don’t have to worry about making breakfast in the morning. 

 
Make Half Your Grains Whole 

 
 It can be challenging to eat whole grains half the time. How do you know if a food is a whole grain? 

Look for the word “whole” in the list of ingredients. You can also look at how many grams of fiber are 
listed on the Nutrition Facts label. If a food contains a high amount of fiber, chances are there is some 
whole grain inside! If your children shop with you, have them search for “whole” in the list of 
ingredients. Here are some examples: whole grain bread, pasta, tortillas, rolls, crackers, waffles, or 
bagels. Popcorn is a whole-grain food also. Cereals and pizza crust can be made from whole grain flour. 
Search your pantry and see how many whole grain foods you can find. There are so many benefits to 
including more whole grains in your meals and snacks. Try to make half your grains whole! 

 
How Many Fruits and Veggies Does My Child Need? 

 
 MyPlate recommendations state children need about 2½ cups of vegetables and 2 cups of fruit 

each day. But what equals a cup? 
 One cup of fruit equals: 
 • 1 cup of cut up fresh, frozen or canned fruit  
• 1 cup of unsweetened applesauce 
 • ½ cup of dried fruit 
 • 32 grapes  
• 1 small apple  
• 1 cup of 100% fruit juice  
 
One cup of vegetables equals: 
 • 1 cup of fresh, frozen or canned non-leafy veggies 
 • 2 cups of leafy greens like spinach or lettuce  
 • 1 cup of cooked legumes (dried, cooked beans or split peas) 
 • 12 baby carrots 
 • 1 large bell pepper (size of a softball) 
 • 1 cup of 100% vegetable juice 
 It is very difficult to get a total of 4 ½ cups of fruits and veggies each day, so work first on 

increasing how often you eat them and try to have a fruit or vegetable with every meal or snack. 
 
 



Wash, Wash, Wash your Hands! 

 
Did you know one of the most important things you can do to keep from getting sick is to wash your 
hands? It is important to wash your hands to prevent the spread of germs that would result in sickness. 
Common illnesses that can be prevented through washing hands includes: colds, influenza, food 
poisoning, Hepatitis A (food-borne viral illness that causes liver inflammation and gastrointestinal upset, 
and Rotavirus (common cause of diarrhea), among many other things. 

 
Some activities that you should make an effort to wash your hands before doing include: 
• Preparing food 
• Eating 
• Brushing your teeth 
• Helping a young child, someone elderly or someone who is sick 

 
Several activities that you should make an effort to wash your hands after doing include: 
• Going to the bathroom 
• Changing diapers 
• Touching door knobs, railings, or other surfaces that have been touched by others 
• Helping a sick person 
• Blowing your nose 
• Handling uncooked meat and poultry 
• Touching animals or anything in an animal’s environment 
• Coughing or sneezing 

 
There is a right and a wrong way to wash your hands. The best way is to use soap and to rub your 

hands together under running water. Make sure to follow these steps for the most effective germ 
removal: 

 
1. Wet your hands (very warm water works best). 
2. Apply soap to your hands. 
3. Rub your hands together to work up a lather. Do this for 15-20 seconds. If you are unsure how long 

this is, sing the Happy Birthday song all the way through two times in your head. Make sure you get 
under your fingernails, the palms, and the back of the hands. 

4. Rinse the soap off under running water. 
5. Dry your hands with a clean towel, paper towel, or an air dryer. If neither of these are present you 

can let them air dry. If possible, use the paper towel to turn off the faucet and open the door. 
 
There are times when we are doing tasks or we are places where soap and water are not available. In 

these situations, another option is to use alcohol-based hand sanitizer. This product will get rid of most 
of the germs on your hands. The proper way to use hand sanitizer is to apply a dime-sized amount to the 
palm of one of your hands and then rub both of your hands together until they are dry. When using this 
product make sure to cover all parts of your hands 

 
For more information on proper hand washing techniques go to:      
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/HandWashing/ 
 
Stay Healthy! 
Julia Lechtenberg RN, NCSN 
Warren Consolidated Schools 
School Nurse 
April 2019                    

 

http://www.cdc.gov/Features/HandWashing/


 
TEACHER ASSIGNMENTS 

 

 
Next year’s class placement will be done in consultation with the current teacher and appropriate 
auxiliary personnel.  Many factors are considered when students are assigned to a particular 
teacher.  They include: 

  1.    Reading level of student 
  2.   Number of behavior problems in a room 
  3.   Boy-girl ratio 
  4.   Number of learning disabled in a room 
  5.   Student-teacher compatibility 
  6.   Peer relationships 
  7.   Strengths and interests of teachers 
  8.   Keeping non-compatible students apart 
  9.   Class size 
 

These attributes are very important and make for a balanced and cohesive classroom. 
 

As you can see, teacher selection is a complex process.  For these reasons, it becomes very 
difficult to honor parent requests and to make even one switch can dramatically change the 
nature of the classroom and the well being of all students. 

 
 

 
SCHOOLS OF CHOICE INFORMATION AND APPLICATION  

FOR 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 
 If you are moving out of the Warren Consolidated School District and would like your children to 
continue their education with us, apply through Schools of Choice. Applications will be accepted 
for grades K through 12 beginning April 2018. You must live in a Macomb County school district 
and are responsible for your own transportation. The student can have no history of suspension or 
expulsion. For additional information please call our Student Affairs Office at 586-698-4478. 
 
 

CALLING ALL KINDERGARTENERS 
FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

(STUDENTS MUST BE 5 BY September 1, 2019) TELL YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS 
 

THE TIME FOR REGISTRATION IS NOW 
All registrations are done at the Administration Building Located: 

31300 ANITA, WARREN 
NORTH OF 13 MILE AND BETWEEN VAN DYKE & HOOVER 

 
Mondays  -  Thursdays --- from 9:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. 



 
CAFETERIA 

NEWS 
 
 
See the monthly calendar of lunch 
selections which is sent home at the 
beginning of each month or it is located 
on the district website,   
www.wcs.k12.mi.us/foodservices. 
 
 
 

BREAKFAST & LUNCH PRICE 
Breakfast - $1.25    Reduced Breakfast .30¢ 
Lunch - $2.75          Reduced Lunch .40¢ 
Milk .60¢ 
 
 
 
 

 

     P.T.O NEWS 
 

The next PTO Meeting is April 9th at 7:00PM 
in the cafeteria. Please join us to help make a 
difference. 

 
PTO officers for the 2018-19 
school year are as follows:  

 
President       Robert Callender   
Vice President     Leah Merciez     
Secretary         Jessica Callender     
Treasurer       Angela Hinman   

 
 

 

 
 
POPCORN      

SALE .50¢ 
 
April 26th    
All GRADES   

 

 
 
  

     Writing Celebration 
winners!! 

     Good Job!!! 
   
 Morgan Mazzara   -   Kindergarten 
 Mykah Tenner       -   1st Grade 
 Zoie Grenier  - 2nd Grade 
 Ava Benson  - 3rd Grade 
 Ononna Rimi  - 4th Grade 
 Georgia Hoskins - 5th Grade 
 
          
 
 

          Lunch Supervisors 
Needed 

 
 If you are interested in working 
 for two hours each day, from 
 11:15 - 1:15 PM, supervising 
 students during lunch, please go 
 to our website: wcskids.net 
 and apply for that job, after 
 submitting your application, 
 please call our office  
 @586-574-3230 for follow up.

http://www.wcs.k12.mi.us/foodservices


 
 

      PEARL LEAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL                                   At Home Reading Calendar 
  Student Name: ________________________ Teacher Name: _______________________ 
 
 
 

April 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday   Wednesday Thursday Friday   Saturday 

 1 
 
No School 

2 
 
No School 

3 
 
No School 

4 
 
No School 

5 
 

No School 

6 

7 8 9 
 
PTO Meeting 
@ 7 PM 

10 11 12 13 

14 15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 
½ day of 
school 
 

19 
No School 
 
Good Friday 

20 

21 22 23 
 

24 
 

25 26 
 
Popcorn Sale 
 

27 

28 29 30     

  
 

2019 
 

April 
 

Each day that the 
student reads the 
required amount of 
time, a parent / 
guardian will initial 
the appropriate box 
on the calendar. 
Students turn in the 
calendar during the 
first week of the 
following month. 

K-2  Students: 

Read for a minimum   
of 15 minutes each  
day. 

 

Grade 3-5 Students:  

Read for a minimum   
of 20 minutes each  
day. 

 
Students should 

read the required 
amount, a minimum 
of 20 days per month 



 
  IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

April 1-5    NO SCHOOL – Spring Break 
April 18     ½ Day of school, dismissal @12 
April 19     NO SCHOOL - Good Friday 
 
June 13     Last day of school, ½ day 
 
 

 
 

         The LOST And FOUND is getting full. 
All hats, scarves, gloves and coats will be donated at the 
end of April. 

 
Pearl Lean Elementary is a school-wide Title I school. 
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