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       Being Considerate Toward Others 
 
Young children are naturally generous, loving and giving. Those who are very altruistic have parents 

who help them see things from the other person’s perspective. Here are some ways to help your children 
grow into individuals who are sensitive to others. 

Be genuine in expressing your feelings. Follow your instincts when expressing to your children how 
you feel about negative behavior. For example, when your children hit others, let them know how badly 
you feel by letting it show in your face and in your concern for the injured party. Let your children hear 
concern in your tone of your voice as well. Showing your genuine emotions will let your children know it 
means a lot to you.  

Explain consequences of behavior for others. Let your children know that their behavior affects 
others. For example, explain that stealing is not good because other people work hard for their things 
and value them. Give an example from your child’s own life, “How would you feel if somebody took your 
favorite video game?” Extend your explanation to stores, if appropriate, explaining that stealing hurts 
the people who work in the store as well as the people who shop at the store. Focus the discussions to 
help teach your children why caring is important. 

Express different viewpoints. Many children have a difficult time looking at things from another 
person’s perspective. For example, they cannot understand that another might be hurt when they 
themselves feel fine. You can help them develop an alternative perspective through every day 
conversation. For instance, talking about a person who is using a cane and asking, “How do you think it 
feels to walk with a cane?” This type of example can be used to help children think about view-points 
other than their own. 

Practice what you preach. Modeling caring and compassion is the best way to teach your children to 
be caring individuals. The more frequently your children see you acting positively, the better. This 
includes simple day-to-day acts of kindness toward others in the family, helping out neighbors, or saying 
“excuse me” in crowds. Reading stories and watching movies about people who devote their lives to serve 
others are also helpful ways to illustrate the importance of caring and being positive toward others. 
Read or watch the movie with your children and talk about it after it has ended. 

Reward acts of caring with recognition. Look for opportunities to catch your child acting positively 
towards others and comment on it. For example, you might say, “It was nice of you to share your candy 
with Jonathan,” rather than letting the positive behavior go unnoticed. Recognizing acts of caring can be 
more difficult than catching children being antisocial, but it is so much more effective.  Look for 
positive behaviors to praise in your children’s friends. The more often your children see examples of 
caring in their friends and in other families, the more likely that they will 
demonstrate caring------it is contagious.  

By expressing your feelings, explaining consequences, representing 
different views, and practicing and rewarding positive behaviors, you can help 
your children become more positive toward other. 

Peace be with you and have a Happy New Year! 
Mr. Kerry R. Keener, Ed.S 
Principal 



 
          

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

November was a month full of fun and learning in kindergarten! We learned about the 
Pilgrims, the Native Americans, and Thanksgiving. For social studies we also took time to 
understand Veteran’s Day and family traditions. In math we studied the numbers 0-10 by 
using ten-frames and comparing numbers to ten, as well as breaking numbers into two 

parts. We’ve also been counting to 100 by ones and by tens. Ask us to count at home! In reading, we are 
learning new sight words, as well as new letters and their sounds. When we write, we stretch out words 
and say them slowly to hear the sounds and write what we hear, as well as use our sight words correctly 
in our sentences. We’ve been discussing main ideas and details, and have been practicing using story 
elements to retell stories. The students are sure to have a very fun December with all of the excitement 
in the air! It was great to see so many parents at conferences and discuss with you how to best help your 
child learn and succeed! 
 
 
 

November was an eventful month. We finished our first science unit, Space 
Systems:  Patterns and Cycles. In this unit, it was fun to learn about the sun, the moon, the 
stars, and shadows.  We also discussed what we are thankful for and learned about the 
first Thanksgiving. In math, we have continued to build on strategies with addition and 

subtraction. The students have started their second unit in math.  They will add and subtract up to 
20.  Please continue to have them independently practice their math facts using Xtra Math. We have also 
written personal narratives and look forward to sharing them with others. 
 
 

November was a fun filled month for Second Grade. We have been busy! We have built 
stamina for the different rounds of Daily 5 and are using it successfully. In writing, we 
completed a Thanksgiving assignment in which kids wrote about the different things that 
they are thankful for. In Social Studies, we learned that many of the foods that we eat 
contain corn and completed a corn facts book. In math we have been focusing on using the 
Math Standards to help us problem solve and have been learning about time and money. 

Please practice telling time and counting groups of coins with your students at home. In Science, we 
completed our landforms projects and presentations. The projects turned out amazing and the kids did 
really well presenting their projects to the class! Thank you everyone who came to conferences. It was 
great to meet you!   

 

 



 

 

 November was a great month in third grade!  In reading we focused a lot of energy on 
fluency, story elements, main ideas with supporting details and sequencing. We practiced on 
improving our reading fluency by focusing on reading with expression.  It makes a 
tremendous difference in reading comprehension!  In writing, we’re improving our writing 
skills by creating personal narratives.  We will develop a 5 paragraph essay for the next 
writing project.  Social studies has been a great way to learn more about Michigan by using 

informational text reading skills.  In math, we finished our first math unit on addition and subtraction 
properties.  The next math unit is multiplication and begins in chapter 5.  So practice those 
multiplication facts daily!  In science we have been learning about weather and natural disasters.  
Science is a great subject to help develop prediction and observation skills.  We’re also very excited for 
our field trip at the Henry Ford Museum in December! 

  

 

November was a busy, fun-filled month! In reading, we have been practicing our Reader’s 
Workshop rounds and meeting with small groups for guided reading. In writing, we finished 
our personal narratives and are now working on persuasive essays. We also completed a 
Thanksgiving project in which students wrote about what they are thankful for. In 
science, we finished our “Processes that Shaped the Earth” unit. They loved learning about 
how our earth was shaped over time and how natural disasters also cause huge changes to 

our planet. In math, we are continuing to build strategies for multiplication and division, while reinforcing 
strategies introduced in 3rd grade. It is expected that your son or daughter know his or her 
multiplication facts fluently to improve their abilities in daily math. Please review unknown facts with 
them nightly until they have committed them to memory. Thank you to everyone who attended 
conferences and thank you for all of your support so far this year!   

 

 

 
Every week we have been reviewing our multiplication facts. Our multiplication parents have 
been coming in and testing us on our facts. Our culminating event is a cupcake party. We’re 
finishing our biography reports. Everyone was eager to learn a great deal about famous 
people from all walks of life. Don’t forget to visit our “Wax Museum” on December 21st 
from 10:00-11:00 in the café and gymnasium. The Social Studies classes will be learning 

about colonization of North America, and in Science we are completing our Objects in the Sky unit. We 
are continuing to move forward in Math, Dividing Whole Numbers, dividing by 2-digit divisors, and 
fractions. We are all set for our field trip to Cranbrook Science Center on Thursday, December 13th, 
can’t wait! 
 

 
  



 
Reminders 
For the safety of all, animals 

are NOT ALLOWED on school 
property at any time, excluding 
service animals accompanying 
disabled people. 

Also NO smoking is allowed 
on school property at any time. 
      

 
  
 
 

 
 
 

School will close at 12:03 p.m. on Friday, 
December 21st for the Holiday Break.  Classes 
will resume on Monday, January 7th, 2019. 
 

½ Day December 21 
Dismissal at 12:03pm 

 

 
PTO NEWS: 
The next PTO Meetings are December 4, 
and January 8th 7:00PM in the cafeteria. 
Please join us to help make a difference. 
 
PTO officers for the 2018-19 school year 
are as follows:  
 
 President     Robert Callender   

    Vice President   Leah Merciez     
Secretary        Jessica Callender     
Treasurer     Angela Hinman   

 
 
 
 

Attendance 
Removing your child from 

school early on a frequent basis 
may result in a truancy referral to 
the County Truancy Officer, 
leaving early is considered the 
same as tardiness. 
 

  

        
    No School 
 December 22 – January 6
                                                                                                                                                                     

Resume School    January 7th at 8:47  
 

CAFETERIA NEWS 
See the monthly calendar of lunch selections 
which is sent home at the beginning of each 
month or it is located on the district 
website,    

 
 
 
www.wcs.kids.net/foodservices. 
 

BREAKFAST & LUNCH PRICE 
Breakfast - $1.25    Reduced Breakfast .30¢ 
Lunch - $2.75          Reduced Lunch .40¢ 
Milk .60¢ 

http://www.wcs.kids.net/foodservices


 
 

 
For American Education Week in November, many 
parents and students collaborated to enter The 
Student/Parent Poster Contest. Here are our 
poster contest winners:   

 
Winners will go to the December  

Celebration/Board Meeting. 

 
 

5th Grade: Juliana Velez  -  Mrs. Razook  

4th Grade: Nhu Quynh Nguyen  - Ms. Wojtas  

3rd Grade: Maliha Hasan  -  Mr. Joye  

2nd Grade: Raeesah Uddin  -  Mrs. Jakubowski  

1st Grade: Tazneem Aftab  -  Ms. Carpenter  

Kindergarten: Mahreen Didar  -  Mrs. O’Grady  

  ******************************

 
 WINTER REMINDERS! 
 

Now that the cold weather has arrived, students should dress warmly wearing 
gloves, hats, mittens, boots etc.  All children are expected to go outside on days 
that weather permits.  This is especially true before and after lunch.  The decision 
for going outside at lunch recess is made after 11:00 a.m. each day.  Factors 
determining outdoor recess are wind, temperature, wind-chill index and sunshine.  

A general guide is that the children will be sent outside if the temperature and/or wind chill index is 15 
degrees or above.  In many cases, it is much colder when children arrive at school than what it might be 
at lunch recess.  Just to be on the safe side, parents should dress students as if it will be outdoor 
recess.  Exceptions to going outside will be made with a written request from 
your child’s “SPECIALIST”. 
 
 
 

   Plan Ahead  
Please have children prepare for school the night before. Be sure 
lunch or lunch money, homework, books, gym shoes, and musical 
instruments are in or near back packs, so they are not forgotten. 
We are trying to promote student responsibility.  
Phone calls home for missing papers, gym shoes, 
instruments, lunches, agendas, etc.    WILL NOT BE ALLOWED, 
Phone calls are only made for sickness and emergencies.  
 

Kindergarten Parent Meeting, 
“Wednesday, February 13, 2019 6:00 pm”  
at the Performing Arts Center.   



 
 

Building Healthy Community 

 

December # 1   Tis the Season for Healthy Eating! 
 
We’re entering the holiday season and your child’s class might be having a holiday party. Are 
you looking for a healthy food to send to school for a classroom celebration? Ideas: red and 
green grapes, red and green apples, or other fruits you can find at a good price. Fruit cups are 
fancy and delicious, just put together any fruits which are cut in to bite-size pieces. Bagels and 
light cream cheese are filling, and string cheese adds a protein dense dairy food to the party. 
Adding a sliced up lemon or lime gives water a nice flavor and is an inexpensive way to provide 
a beverage 
 
 
December # 2    Holiday Helpings 
 
The holiday season is a time filled with gatherings. Sometimes they include holiday dishes and 
treats. When deciding what and how much to eat, think “healthy” and be mindful of the 
portions (amounts of food) you enjoy. Here are a few tips to keep in mind when you make 
your way around to the many holiday festivities: • Keep it colorful - Try to fill your plate with 
fruits and vegetables instead of foods higher in fat such as fried food, creamy or cheesy 
casseroles and cookies. • Eat slowly and enjoy - By eating slower, you tend to eat less. • Think 
about beverages– Sugary drinks can add lots of calories to your day. Some people get more 
than half their calories from drinks. Add a lemon slice to ice water for a nice drink with no 
calories!  
 
 
December # 3    New Year Resolutions 
 
As the New Year approaches, you might be thinking about creating some new healthy habits. 
Here are a few tips to set you up for success. • First, decide what exactly you want or don’t 
want to do. Tell others what you’re working on and encourage them to help you stick to your 
goal. • Make sure your goal is realistic. Take on only what you can handle. • Next, create a 
plan. Ask yourself what steps you need to take to get to your goal. If you want to drink less 
pop, then maybe the first step is to get it out of the house. • Remember to celebrate small 
steps. Change is difficult, so give yourself credit for any amount of change and don’t let 
setbacks cause you to give up. Good health is worth working for! 
 



 
 
 
 
January # 1    Reflecting on the Last Year 
 
The school year is almost half over. Reflect back on the past year. Did you make any positive 
health changes since the beginning of the school year? Are you thinking about making any 
now? Have you noticed any changes in your child(ren)’s physical activity level or their 
willingness to try new foods? Is your family eating more fruits or veggies? Do you have low-fat 
dairy items available? Are your kids drinking sugary drinks less often? Are they asking for 
healthier snacks to take to school? Little changes add up to a big payoff for your family. We 
wish you a healthy New Year! 
 
 
 
January # 2    Follow the Leader! 
 
Parents/guardians, teachers, principals, classmates and siblings are all important role models 
for young children. They DO notice what you eat and drink, and if you’re physically active on a 
regular basis. At school, we are talking about healthy habits and encouraging students to 
follow our lead. You can do the same by making healthy choices related to food and physical 
activity, and talking about them with your child(ren). Eating fruits and vegetables with and in 
front of your child(ren) is important. Choose ones you like, since kids can tell if you’re just 
pretending to like them. No one likes every vegetable; it’s OK to have favorites. Limit sugary 
drinks like pop, juice drinks and sports drinks. If your child shops with you, check the label and 
talk about what you find. Put fewer of the less healthy choices in your grocery basket. We 
can’t expect children to make healthy choices if we don’t! 
 

 
January # 3    Cold Weather Fun! 
 
 
Although the warmer fall weather has long faded away, you and your child can stay active and 
get moving indoors! Try acting out a story that you and your child have read together. Create 
an obstacle course to get your child moving and have a fun time indoors. Or move the activity 
outdoors with sledding, skating, building a snow person or even shoveling snow. Winter is also 
a great time to cook soup with your child. 
 

 



 
 

     PEARL LEAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL                             At Home Reading Calendar 
  Student Name: _______________________ Teacher Name: _______________________ 

December 2018 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 
 

     
 

1 

2 
 

3 
 

Santa Shop 
 
 
 

4 
 

Santa Shop 
 

PTO Meeting  

  

 

5 
 

Santa Shop 
 

 

6 
 

Santa Shop 
 
 

7 
 

Santa Shop 
 

8 

9 10 
 

11 12 13 
 

5th grade field 
trip to 

Cranbrook 
 

14 
 
 

15 

16 17 18 
 

19 20 
 

3rd grade field 
trip to Henry 
Ford Museum 

21 
 

(5th grade) 
Wax museum 

½ day of School 

22 

23 24 
 

No School 
 
 

 
 

25 
 

No School 
 

26 
 

No School 

27 
 

No School 

28 
 

No School 

29 

Each day that the 
student reads the 
required amount of 
time, a parent / 
guardian will initial 
the appropriate box 
on the calendar. 
Students turn in the 
calendar during the 
first week of the 
following month. 

 

K-2 Students: 

Read for a minimum   
of 15 minutes each  
day. 

 

Grade 3-4 Students:  

Read for a minimum   
of 20 minutes each  
day. 

 
Students should 
read the required 
amount, a 
minimum of 20 
days per month. 

 2018 

December 
 



 
 

     PEARL LEAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL                             At Home Reading Calendar 
  Student Name: _______________________ Teacher Name: _______________________ 

January 2019 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

No School 
 

1 
 

No School 

2 
 

No School 

3 
 

No School 

4 
 

No School 
 

5 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

PTO meeting 
@ 7 PM 

 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

TK Hearing & 
Vision test 

 

12 

13 14 
 

15 16 17 
 

18 
 

½ day of school 
Dismissal @12:03 

19 

20 21 
No School 

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. day 

 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 
 

29 
 

30 31   

January 
 

Each day that the 
student reads the 
required amount of 
time, a parent / 
guardian will initial 
the appropriate box 
on the calendar. 
Students turn in the 
calendar during the 
first week of the 
following month. 

 

K-2 Students: 

Read for a minimum   
of 15 minutes each  
day. 

 

Grade 3-4 Students:  

Read for a minimum   
of 20 minutes each  
day. 

 
Students should 
read the required 
amount, a 
minimum of 20 
days per month. 

 2019 



NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND 
Under Federal law, you as parents may request the following specific information about 
the professional qualifications of your children’s teachers: 

1. Whether the teacher has met the state qualifications/licensing for their grade 
level/subjects. 

2. Whether the teacher is on a temporary permit or waiver. 
3. The teacher’s majors, graduate certificates/degrees, and discipline fields. 
4. Paraprofessional services and qualifications 

For further information, please call: (586) 574-3230. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
December 21           ½ Day School, Dismissal @ 12:03 pm  
 
December 22 – January 6          NO SCHOOL, Holiday Break 
 
January 18        ½ Day School, Dismissal@ 12:03 pm 
 
January 21    No School, Martin Luther King, Jr. day 
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