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  10 Ways To Prevent Summer Slide 
Did you know that children can lose up to three (3) months of academic 

progress over Summer vacation? 
Here are ten things you can do to help your child avoid the Summer slide: 
 
1.  Read EVERY day! Read non-fiction, fiction, e-books, poetry, newspaper 

 and read out loud. For most kids twenty (20) minutes is an appropriate 
 amount of time to read for a child who is an independent reader. Check 
 out the Warren Library for Summer reading programs. 

2.  Cook with your children. This is one of the best ways to integrate 
 math, reading, science and following directions. Maybe your child could 
 make a cookbook for your family. 

3.  Plant a garden, this will help with responsibility and pride as they watch 
 things grow. 

4.  Take local field trips. Go to a museum, the zoo or a local park with 
 walking trails. Have the kids keep a journal about their travels. 

5.  Learn a new word each week! Hand it on the fridge and see who can use 
 that new word the most throughout the week. 

6.  Be on the look-out for any local Summer learning programs. Check out 
 the Warren Public Library. 

7.  Play quick games with cards or math flash cards. 
8.  Listen to Audio books during longer road trips. 
9.  Take pictures of your adventures and make a Summer scrapbook. 
10. Did I mention READ! If your child does nothing else this Summer, make 

 sure he/she is reading. 

 
Mr. Kerry R. Keener, Ed.S 
Principal 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

We have had a busy month in Kindergarten! After having a relaxing Spring Break 
we got right back to work. We have been working on large numbers (10-100) in 
math. We are beginning our next unit in science which will be all about ‘Living 
Things’ and earthworms will soon be in their habitats in our classrooms.  We have 

celebrated Earth Day, where we learned about recycling and ways to help our environment! We 
have been working hard on reading and our skills have gotten much better!  The students are 
reading at various levels; many can read books independently! We are also blossoming into great 
writers! We are working on using story elements such as character, setting, problem and solution 
in our writing as we write personal narratives from the children’s experience.   

 
 

April was such a busy month! With having our Detroit Zoo field trip and Spring 
Break all in the same month, the time just flew by! The end of the school year is 
quickly approaching and the students are working hard to prepare for second grade. 
In science, we will begin studying animal life cycles and are excited to watch the 

metamorphosis of caterpillars into butterflies. The first graders have also been practicing their 
reading and retelling through Raz-Kids, guided reading and their writing through writer’s 
workshop. We have seen huge improvements since the beginning of the school year!   

May and June will also be busy months! The first graders are looking forward to our field trip to 
Cranbrook Institute of Science.  We are also excited for Fun Day! The teachers and students are 
so grateful for all of the support provided by parents and the PTO throughout this school year. 
We really appreciate all of your help and we can’t thank you enough!  

 

April was a very busy month in 2nd grade!  After returning from Spring Break, we 
began learning to build, read, and write numbers up to 1,000.  Students also finished 
the Structures and Properties of Matter Unit in Science.   They are now experts on 
the three states of matter (solids, liquids, and gases) and they are able to describe 
the physical properties of any object.  In Reading and Writing, our main focus was on 

making inferences.  Being able to infer is a difficult concept for students to grasp, but our kids 
did great!  We also began Unit 4 in Social Studies entitled “Our Country Today”.  Students will 
learn about how local, state, and federal governments work and also how officials are elected at 
each level.  We are definitely looking forward to some warmer weather in May and for our 
upcoming field trip to the Troy Museum and Historic Village on May 30th.  



 
Spring is always a great time of the school year to welcome new beginnings and 
concepts.  For example, in math we learned about geometric shapes, equivalent 
fractions, parts of a whole, adding and subtracting fractions, perimeter, area, and 
volume.  Our journey in social studies continues with the ever interesting Michigan 
history.  We have been learning about how Michigan played a major role in the 
automobile industry, World War II, and Michigan’s involvement in the Civil Rights 

movement.  We are so proud of our state!  In science we are excited to start our last unit 
“Organisms Have Character.”  In this unit we will learn about the physical characteristics of 
plants and animals.  In writing, the students had an opportunity to apply research skills on a 
famous person to create a “Biography Bottle” project, as well as having fun writing fictional 
stories.  As for reading, we strengthened our fluency skills by learning to read with expression 
and developing such reading skills as comparing and contrasting by using fiction and non-fiction 
texts.  This is also the time we have our last field trip of the year to the Detroit Institute of 
Arts.  Can’t wait!   
 

The fourth graders at Pearl Lean have been working very hard to end the year 
strongly.   In math, we are beginning our unit on fractions and decimals. Please 
continue to work on their multiplication and division facts to complete the problems 
correctly and efficiently.   In reading, students are working hard in their reading 
groups as they use the comprehension strategies they’ve learned throughout the 

year. We have also been focusing on non-fiction text features. In social studies, we are studying 
the regions of the United States.  Tests and quizzes will be given throughout the unit to assess 
their ability to identify state locations, abbreviations, and capital cities.  Studying this 
information is critical to success on these assessments.  In science we are wrapping up the States 
of Matter unit which is now focusing on electricity.  The next and final unit of study will be 
Organisms in Their Environments.  In Writing, students are working on persuasive letters on a 
topic of their choosing. M-Step begins the week of May 7th.  A good breakfast and plenty of rest 
will be important during these 3 weeks of testing.   

 
As we wind down the school year, students should continue to complete daily 

assignments and have agendas signed. Encourage your child to continue to read at 
home and discuss what they are learning in school.  Thanks to grant money from GM, 
our 5th grade girls will have the opportunity to attend a Science Workshop.  This will 
take place on May 17th.  The boys will stay back with Mrs. Ryder and Ms. Kuciel and 
focus on Math activities.  We will take our 5th grade group picture on May 3rd, 

students can purchase the picture for $10, a note was sent home.  
 
Thank you parents, grandparents, and family members who have helped make this year a 

success! All students need to continue to promote positive behavior within the school by leading 
by example as they prepare to move on to middle school. We will visit Beer Middle School on 
Tuesday, May 15th.  Students will take a tour, meet the staff, and eat lunch there. We 
understand the end of the year is an exciting time for all, but we also need to be mindful of our 
school environment. 



MEDIA NEWS  
 

Media Message 
By Ms. Cardamone 
 
 

It’s hard to believe that the end of the school year is right around the 
corner!  Our Spring Scholastic Book Fair will be held the week of May 14.  Your child will be 
visiting the fair with his/her classroom during that week.  However, we will be open the evening of 
May 15 during the Pearl Lean ice cream social.  Be sure to stop by the fair and pick up some books 
for summer reading! 
As the end of the year approaches, we need to get 2,000 books back into the media center!  We 
will be sending overdue notices home with students shortly.  Please help us maintain our wonderful 
library collection by returning overdue books as quickly as possible.  Also, remember that we do 
not charge fines for overdue books.  If you see a dollar amount on a notice, that is the 
replacement price for a book that is lost or damaged.  Thank you for your help! 
 
 
 
 

ICE CREAM     
Social       
 

MAY 15th   
 
 
May and June Days Off 
 
 May 4 & 25      ½ Day School 
     Dismissal @ 12:03 
 May 8 & 28       No School  
  Election Day & Memorial Day 
 June 14           ½ Day School 
                 Last Day School 
     Dismissal @ 12:03 
 

POPCORN 

SALE .50¢ 
MAY 18th    
All GRADES   

 
 

     P.T.O NEWS 
 

The next PTO Meeting is May 1st at 7:00PM 
in the cafeteria. Please join us to help make a 
difference. 

 
PTO officers for the 2017-18 
school year are as follows:  

 
President          Michelle Burkett 
Vice President       Nichole Brown 
Secretary                  Leah Merciez 
Treasurer                   Shelly Deal 
 
 



 

                    
  

 
Spring is finally here ! 

 
Outdoor  Safety Tips 
One of the best ways to stay safe this 

summer is to wear a helmet and other 
safety gear when biking, skating and 
skateboarding, when riding scooters, and 
all-terrain vehicles.  

 

Bike crashes or collisions can happen at 
any time. In 3 out of 4 bike crashes, bikers 
usually get some sort of injury to their head. 

 

Helmets are designed to help prevent 
injuries to the head. A serious fall or crash 
can cause permanent brain damage or 
death. 

 

Studies on bicycle helmets have shown 
they can reduce the risk of head injury by 
85%. 

 
  

 
  
 
 

 
      NOTES from NURSING 

The helmet should sit flat 
on the head - make sure it is 
level and is not tilted back or 
forward. The front of the 
helmet should sit low - about 
2 finger widths above the 
eyebrows to protect the 
forehead. The straps on each 
side of the head should form a 
Y over the ears, with one part 
of the strap in front of the ear 
and the other behind - just 
below the earlobes.  Buckle 
the chin strap so that the 
helmet fits snug on the head 
and does not move up and 
down or from side to side. 

 
 
 

 
 
Spotting the Signs of Concussion 
 
A concussion can result from a fall or sudden 

blow to the head.  
A sufferer may not lose consciousness. 

Concussion in sports can happen during drills, 
practices and games.  

One of the great dangers is an athlete may be 
suffering from a concussion for hours or days 
without obvious clues an injury has occurred.  

 
Warning signs of a concussion include: 

• Appearing dazed, stunned  or confused 
• Confusion about assignment or position 
• Moving clumsily 
• Answering questions slowly or slurred speech 
• Losing consciousness (even briefly) 
• Mood, behavior or personality changes 
• Can’t recall events prior to or after a hit or fall 
• Headache or pressure in head 
• Nausea, vomiting or dizziness 
• Double or blurred vision 
• Sensitivity to light and noise 
• Feeling sluggish, hazy, foggy or groggy 
• Concentration or memory problems 
• Does not “feel right” or is “feeling down” 

Anyone who experiences a concussion should 
see a doctor promptly to determine its severity. 

Seek emergency medical help if you lose 
consciousness or have worsening symptoms. 

A health care professional, experienced in 
evaluating a concussion, needs to let you know when 
it is safe to return to play. 

 
Enjoy your sports, safely! 
District School Nurse 
Warren Consolidated Schools 
May, 2018 
Used with permission: DMC/CHM, CDC,      

keepkidshealthy.com 
 



   
 

TEACHER ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Next year’s class placement will be done in consultation with the current teacher and appropriate 
auxiliary personnel.  Many factors are considered when students are assigned to a particular teacher.  
They include: 

  1.    Reading level of student 
  2.   Number of behavior problems in a room 
  3.   Boy-girl ratio 
  4.   Number of learning disabled in a room 
  5.   Student-teacher compatibility 
  6.   Peer relationships 
  7.   Strengths and interests of teachers 
  8.   Keeping non-compatible students apart 
  9.   Class size 
 

These attributes are very important and make for a balanced and cohesive classroom. 
 

As you can see, teacher selection is a complex process.  For these reasons, it becomes very difficult to 
honor parent requests and to make even one switch can dramatically change the nature of the classroom 
and the well being of all students. 

 
 

SCHOOLS OF CHOICE INFORMATION AND APPLICATION  
FOR 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR 

 If you are moving out of the Warren Consolidated School District and would like your children to 
continue their education with us, apply through Schools of Choice. Applications will be accepted for 
grades K through 12 beginning April through September 1st, 2018. You must live in a Macomb County 
school district and are responsible for your own transportation. The student can have no history of 
suspension or expulsion.  
For additional information please call our Student Affairs Office at 586-698-4478. 
 
 

CALLING ALL KINDERGARTENERS 
FOR THE 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR 

(STUDENTS MUST BE 5 BY SEPTEMBER 1, 2018) TELL YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS 
 

THE TIME FOR REGISTRATION IS NOW 
All registrations are done at the Administration Building Located: 

31300 ANITA, WARREN 
NORTH OF 13 MILE, BETWEEN VAN DYKE & HOOVER 

 
Mondays - Thursdays --- from 9:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. 

 
 



 
 

      PEARL LEAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL                                   At Home Reading Calendar 
  Student Name: ________________________ Teacher Name: _______________________ 
 

 
 
 

May 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 
PTO Meeting 
@ 7 PM 
 

2 3 
 

4 
½ DAY OF 
SCHOOL 
DISMISSAL 
 @ 12:03 PM 

 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
No School 
Election day 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 
Mother’s Day 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
Book Fair & 
Ice Cream 
Social from 
5:30-7:30 PM   
 
 

16 
 

17 
 
Dentists R-Us 
 
 

18 
 
Popcorn Sale 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
½ DAY OF 
SCHOOL 
DISMISSAL 
 @ 12:03 PM 
 
 

 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
No School 
Memorial Day 

 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 31 
 

 
 

 

ents: Read for a minimum of M nd  Tu sd  W dn sd  Thursd  Frid  

2018 
 

MAY 
 

Each day that 
the student reads 
the required 
amount of time, a 
parent / guardian 
will initial the 
appropriate box on 
the calendar. 
Students turn in 
the calendar 
during the first 
week of the 
following month. 

K-2 Students: 

Read for a minimum   
of 15 minutes each  
day. 

 

Grade 3-4 Students:  

Read for a minimum   
of 20 minutes each  
day. 

 
Students 

should read the 
required amount, 
a minimum of 20 
days per month. 

 
 



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
May 4     ½ DAY OF SCHOOL 
May 8     No School, Election day 
May 15     Book Fair - Ice Cream Social   
May 25     ½ DAY OF SCHOOL  
May 28     Memorial Day, NO SCHOOL 
June 8     Fun Day- All Day 
June 13     5th grade graduation @ 2 PM 
June 14     ½ Day, Last Day of School 

 
 

Reminders 
For the safety of all, animals are NOT ALLOWED on 

school property at ANY time, excluding service animals 
accompanying disabled people. 

Also NO smoking is allowed on school property at ANY 
time. 

 
 

Pearl Lean Elementary is a school- wide Title 1  school.  
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