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HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
 
  Pearl Lean Elementary                                           
  2825 Girard, Warren, MI  48092                                         Monday – Friday Start: 8:47 a.m. 
  Phone: (586) 574-3230                               Half day dismissal 12:03 p.m. 
  Fax: (586) 698-4366              http://www.wcs.kids.net/lean/              Full day dismissal 3:59 p.m. 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
October has been a busy month in Kindergarten! We have learned all about the 
fall season and have also made many projects and Halloween crafts. We enjoyed 
Pearl Lean’s Halloween Parade and Trick-or-Treating, thanks to the PTO for 

organizing all the fun! In addition to the festivities, we’ve been doing a lot of hard work in the 
classroom. We are now settled into our classroom routines and have been learning letters and 
sounds, sight words, and reading lots of good books. In math, we’ve learned all about both 2-D and 
3-D shapes, and are now learning how to recognize and build numbers from 0-10 in a variety of 
ways. Science has us learning all about weather and climate. As you can see, kindergarten is busy-
but lots and lots of fun! 
 
 
 

October was a fun filled month in first grade! We enjoyed Trick or Treating and our 
parade for Halloween! In class, we have begun learning new concepts. We have 
completed our first unit in reading. The students have been asking questions about 

the texts and identifying the main idea and details. In Mathematics, we have been investigating 
addition, decomposing numbers and subtraction. We have enjoyed being sky watchers and learning 
all about the sun and the moon in Science.  The students learned about fire safety throughout the 
month.  We also discussed bully prevention and Columbus Day this month.  We are looking forward 
to meeting with parents in November for conferences. 

 

 

Second grade is off to a fabulous start! We have been busy learning the Daily 5 
routines for our reading program. We can now read to self, read to someone, and 
work on word work independently. The students are enjoying learning about vowel 
patterns in our phonics program. They are also enjoying reading with the teacher as 
we practice word solving and comprehension strategies together. We also kicked off 
the first unit of our science program. Students are learning about Earth’s land and 

water. We have learned about the features of hills, mountains, plateaus, valleys, and plains. 
Second graders had a blast at the Halloween parade and Trick-or-Treating! We saw some spooky 
costumes! Thanks to all the parents that donated the candy to make it a special day! 
 

 

 



October was a great month of learning for our 3rd graders! We are enjoying our 
ELA reading series by focusing on key reading skills such as analyzing character and 
identifying sequence of events.  In writing, the third graders have been forming 
paragraphs using complete sentences and learning about Main Idea and Details.    In 
social studies, we’ve begun to learn about Michigan’s first inhabitants called the 
Three Fires.  Ask your child who they are. In math we are finishing addition and 

subtraction and we are excited to dive into multiplication.  Please practice multiplication with your 
child by using flashcards with them on a regular basis.  This will make a big difference and help 
them enjoy and succeed in tackling our multiplication unit.  Lastly, the students have been learning 
about weather and climate in science. They’ve learned that the weather is always changing in 
Michigan, but our climate is very consistent with the four seasons.  We can’t wait to see what 
November is going to bring us!     

 

Our fourth graders are continuing to practice their CHAMPS behavior and are adjusting well to 
our building-wide expectations. Please remember to check your child’s agenda daily 
and to sign it every Friday. We have completed NWEA testing for the fall and are 
really digging into our curriculum. We have been busy practicing for our Literacy 
centers in which we will focus on improving vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency. 
In reading, we are learning about Unstated Main Ideas and Details. In Math, we 

finished Unit 1 on Addition and Subtraction and we are now working on Unit 2 on Multiplication 
and Division Patterns. Please continue to practice addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division 
facts at home. Our students are really enjoying the Earth Science Unit on Processes that Shape 
the Earth. They especially love the investigations! For writing, we have been super busy! We 
finished a Halloween writing project in which the students decided if they wanted to write about 
their teacher turning into a witch or into Frankenstein. They loved seeing their finished projects 
displayed in the hallway! We also finished our Personal Narratives, in which we really focused on 
every step of the writing process. Thank you to the PTO for hosting the Fun Run and the 
Halloween Parade and Trick-or-Treating. Also, thank you to all of the parents who were able to 
volunteer or donate candy. The students had a blast! We look forward to seeing everyone at 
conferences in November   

 
We hope all of our students are adjusting to fifth grade. We have completed 

NWEA testing, and we are diligently working on our reading and writing projects. In 
science we are studying “Objects in the Sky.” We are working on decimals, 
multiplying 2-digit by 2-digit numbers, and long division aligned with common core, 
and learning about Explorers in Social Studies. Our reading genre for the next 

month is Biography. Each child has a Biography Report due on December 7th. This book project 
will take us through December when we will take on the character we have been reading about and 
orally present them. Please join us in the café on December 21st where we will set up a “Wax 
Museum. “It should be a great time. Every fifth grader received a new band instrument (Clarinet, 
Flute, Percussion, Trombone or Trumpet) from Warren Consolidated Schools to use during the 
school year at no cost. We are expecting great things from these beginning musicians. We’re 
going to Cranbrook Institute of Science on December 13th. Please continue to view your student’s 
agenda and PowerSchool on a daily basis as communication regarding your child’s progress. 
Parents, please sign up for Parent/Teacher Conferences. 



   Principal’s Page 

       Benefiting from Conferences 
When parents are involved in what goes on at school, children 

achieve more and school experiences are generally more positive. By 
becoming involved, parents send a message to their child that school 
is important and they demonstrate to teachers that they are 
interested in their child’s education. 

There are many different ways parents become involved in schooling. Although there are 
probably as many forms of parent involvement as there are different parents, one common 
way that parents become involved is though participation in parent-teacher conferences. A 
parent teacher conference gives parents the chance to meet teachers, ask questions, learn 
more about what their children are doing in school and discover more information about 
school performance. Here are some ways to make parent-teacher conferences more effective. 

 
Have a purpose for meeting. Before you go to a conference, make a list of questions that 

you would like to ask your child’s teacher and write down any concerns about your child that 
you would like to discuss. 

 
Be an active participant. Ask questions. Always be sure you understand what something 

means and that what you have heard is what has truly been said. 
 
Focus on positives. When talking about your child, try to focus on solutions to any 

problems rather than just on the problems. 
 
Talk to your child about the conference. Before a conference, talk about the school and 

ask your child about his/her concerns. 
 
Focus on cooperation. Establish a partnership with the teacher. Remember that you both 

contribute to your child’s development and performance in important ways. Your child will 
benefit the most if you and your child’s teacher work cooperatively. Use conferences as 
opportunities to find ways to cooperate rather than occasions to find fault. 

 
By being prepared, actively participating, focusing on positive, 
sharing information, and focusing on cooperation, you will make parent-teacher  
conferences useful, positive experiences. 
 
Together in Learning, 
Mr. Kerry R. Keener, Ed.S 
Principal 



At this point of the school year, ALL including Kindergarten and TK students are capable of 
coming into the building & walking to their classroom on their own. If you need to see their 
teacher, please call the classroom extension to leave a message to the teacher to call you back 
to set an appointment. The morning (start of school) is not the best time to meet with your 
child’s teacher, as they are trying to get the day started.  

STUDENTS ARRIVING EARLY 

Please make sure NOT to drop-off your child before 8:30 A.M., because with the security system 
the front door WILL NOT open till 8:30 A.M.  

STUDENTS ARRIVING LATE 

If your student arrives after the tardy bell (8:52 A.M.) YOU need to come in to the office and sign 
them in. 

STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY 

Parents who call and ask that their child be ready in the office for pick up: STUDENTS WILL 
REMAIN in class until you physically show up in the office and sign them out, then we will call the 
classroom. 

If you need to pick up your child early, PLEASE DO SO BY 3:30, because it’s hard to get hold of 
students or teachers after 3:30 pm. since everyone is in the hallways getting ready for dismissal and 
some teachers are on bus duty and others are watching couple of classes besides their classroom. 

ALL after school plans should be made at home before your child leaves for school. You need to 
send a note to the teacher when plans are different from the ordinary, 

Parents asking the office to deliver messages to their students, such as: go or not go to Latchkey, 
take or not take the bus, walk or not walk home or go home with another student, etc…etc… 
WILL NOT BE DELIVERED TO YOUR STUDENT, SINCE THE OFFICE IS EXTREMELY BUSY WITH 
PHONES RINGING ALL THE TIME. 

THE OFFICE WILL NOT CALL A CLASSROOM FOR ANY OF THIS KIND OF MESSAGES. 

THE OFFICE WILL NOT CALL A CLASSROOM AFTER 3:30 FOR ANY DISMISSALS. 

         Plan Ahead 

Please have children prepare for school the night before. Be sure lunch, lunch money, 
homework, books, gym shoes, agenda, and musical instruments are in or near back 

packs, so they are not forgotten. We are trying to promote student responsibility. 
Phone calls home for missing papers, gym shoes, instruments, lunches, 

agendas, etc. will not be allowed. Phone calls are allowed only for sickness and 

emergencies. 



 

 
Here’s your chance if you: 
 Were absent 
 Forgot portrait money 
 Need a retake 
 Didn’t buy portraits or 

want more 
 

JUST SHOW UP LOOKING YOUR BEST! 
 

 For retakes – be sure to return your 
original portraits 
 To purchase new portraits – pick up a flyer 

in advance from the school office 
 
 

 

P.T.O NEWS 
 

The next PTO Meeting is November 13, 
@7:00PM in the cafeteria. Please join us to 
help make a difference. 
 
PTO officers for the 2018-19 school year 
are as follows:  
 
        President     Robert Callender   

    Vice President   Leah Merciez     
Secretary        Jessica Callender     
Treasurer     Angela Hinman   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PARENT TEACHER           
CONFERENCES 

 
Monday, November 19th     
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 
Tuesday, November 20TH     
1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 
Classes will be dismissed at 12:03 p.m. 
on Tuesday November 20TH. 

 
 

…But I don’t feel 
so good…  
Many times students are 
being sent to school “not 

feeling good” and told if they don’t feel 
any better they can call home or mom’s / 
dad’s work place. Students have been sick, 
are running temperatures, continually 
coughing, complaining of a sore throat, or 
just plain “don’t feel good” and are sent 
to school. If your child is not feeling well, 
and especially, running a temperature, 
please do not send him/her to school. A 
child should be fever free, without 
medicine, for 24 hours before coming 
back to school.  

 
 

      Thanksgiving Break  
 
½ Day November 20  
Dismissal at 12:03 PM 

 
No School 
November 21 - 25 

 



 

CAFETERIA 
NEWS 

See the monthly calendar of lunch 
selections which is sent home at the 
beginning of each month or it is located 
on the district website,   
www.wcs.k12.mi.us/foodservices. 
 

Morning Parking lot          
Drop Off 

 
 
BREAKFAST & LUNCH PRICE 
Breakfast - $1.25    Reduced Breakfast .30¢ 
Lunch - $2.75          Reduced Lunch .40¢ 
Milk .60¢ 

 
The LOST and FOUND is 
getting full. 
 
Please label hats, scarves, gloves and 
coats.

  

With the amount of traffic in the morning, 
we encourage you to arrive early to school 
and to give your hugs and kisses and say 
good-bye before arriving to school. The 
drop off lane in front of school is for 
students to get out of the car quickly.  

 
 

 

      WINTER REMINDERS! 
 

Now that the cold weather has arrived, students should dress 
warmly wearing gloves, hats, mittens, boots etc.  All children are 
expected to go outside on days that weather permits.  This is 

especially true before and after lunch.  The decision for going outside at lunch 
recess is made after 11:00 a.m. each day.  Factors determining outdoor recess are 
wind, temperature, wind-chill index and sunshine.  A general guide is that the 
children will be sent outside if the temperature and/or wind chill index is 15 
degrees or above.  In many cases, it is much colder when children arrive at school 
than what it might be at lunch recess.  Just to be on the safe side, parents should 
dress students as if it will be outdoor recess.  Exceptions to going outside will 
be made with a written request from your child’s specialist doctor. 

http://www.wcs.k12.mi.us/foodservices


 

           PEARL LEAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL                              At Home Reading Calendar 
    Student Name: _______________________       Teacher Name: __________________ 

                                  November 2018 
 Sunday  Monday  Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  
 

 
 

1 
 

2 3 

4 
 

Daylight saving 
time ends 

5 6 
 

Election Day 
No school 

7 
 

Yearbook 
activity 
pictures 

8 
Picture   Retake 
 
Title 1 & ELL 
parent meeting 
@ 9:15 & 3:00 

10 
 
 
 

½ Day of School 
Dismissal @12:03 

 

11 

12 13 14 
 

PTO meeting  
@ 7:00 PM 

 

15 
 

16 
 

 

17 
 

18 

19 20 
 

Evening PTC 
 
 

21 
½ Day of school 
Dismissal @12:03 

 
Afternoon & 
Evening PTC 

 

22 
 

No School 
Thanksgiving 

Break 

23 
 

No School 
Thanksgiving 

Break 

24 
 

No School 
Thanksgiving 

Break 

25 

26 27 28 
 

Dentist R-US 
 

29 30   

 November 
 

Each day that 
the student reads 
the required 
amount of time, a 
parent / guardian 
will initial the 
appropriate box on 
the calendar. 
Students turn in the 
calendar during the 
first week of the 
following month. 

 

K-2 Students: 

Read for a minimum   
of 15 minutes each  
day. 

 

Grade 3-4 Students:  

Read for a minimum   
of 20 minutes each  
day. 

 
Students should 

read the required 
amount, a 
minimum of 20 
days per month. 

 2018 



DAY LIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 
NOVEMBER 4th    
Turn your clocks back One hour! 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
November 6       NO SCHOOL, Election Day 
November 7   Yearbook Activity Picture 
November 8   Picture Retake 
November 8   Title 1 & ELL parent meeting 
November 9   ½ Day School – 12:03 PM Dismissal 
November 13  PTO meeting @ 7 PM 
November 19-20 Parent Teacher Conference 
November 20  ½ Day School – 12:03 PM Dismissal 
November 21-25    THANKSGIVING BREAK-No School 
November 27  Dentist R-US 

 

 

 
Do You Receive Text Messages from School? 
Text "Yes" to 67587 
Text Messages are sent to the phone numbers listed for your student's first and second 
emergency contacts.  Parents must complete the opt-in process to receive these text 
messages by replying "Yes" to 67587 from your phone. 
 

Important 
For the safety of all, animals are NOT ALLOWED on 

school property at ANY time, excluding service 
animals accompanying disabled people. 

Also NO smoking is allowed on school property at 
ANY time. 



Building Healthy Community 

November # 1   Hand Washing is a Healthy Thing to Do! 

There will be lots of healthy food sampling going on in our school this year and we want to assure you that 

proper hand washing or use of sanitizer is a priority. We will teach children that washing their hands correctly 

involves the use of soap, warm water, vigorously scrubbing hands for 20 seconds and rinsing. Hand washing is 

very important to control the transfer of germs which are too small to see. Please encourage your children to 

follow this same procedure at home. Be a good role model and remember to wash your hands before eating or 

preparing food. 

November # 2    My Plate For Kids 

Our classrooms will be learning about MyPlate. MyPlate is the USDA guide that reminds us to eat all five food 

groups every day. Here are the tag lines that go with each group: • Fruits: Focus on fruits. Fresh, frozen, dried, or 

canned. Children need about 2 cups per day. • Vegetables: Vary your veggies. Include veggies that are a variety 

of colors and get about 2 ½ cups daily. Remember, fruit and veggies should fill half of your child's plate. • 

Protein: Go lean with protein. Choose lean or low-fat meats/poultry (not fried). Eggs, beans, and nuts are also in 

this group. Eggs can be a low-cost source of quality protein. • Grains: Make at least half your grains whole such 

as whole wheat pasta, bread and bagels; popcorn, brown rice, and non-instant oatmeal. Out of all the grains you 

eat in a day, half of them should be whole grains. • Dairy: Get your calcium rich foods. Choose low-fat or non-fat 

milk, yogurt and cheese. To learn more about MyPlate, go to www.choosemyplate.gov 

November  # 3    Have a Healthy Thanksgiving! 

 Some families celebrate Thanksgiving and reflect on what they are thankful for. Often times this celebration 

takes place over a shared feast with family and friends. Trivia: Can you think of a vegetable that people often 

have as their holiday dessert? Answer: Pumpkin! Your meal can feature other great-tasting fall veggies like 

sweet potatoes and orange or yellow squashes. Another big component of the meal is often turkey, which is a 

lean meat if you don’t eat the skin! If your family/guests are hungry and the meal isn’t quite ready, cut up some 

fruits and veggies for them to munch on. Offering these foods when children are hungry is a great way to 

increase their acceptance of them. Have a happy and healthy holiday and don’t forget to add some physical 

activity into your weekend! 

 

 

http://www.choosemyplate.gov/


November # 4   Classroom Physical Activity Breaks 

Our classroom teachers are using physical activity breaks this year to give students time to energize and re-focus 

Physical activity breaks are quick activities to get students up and moving for a few minutes before or after 

sitting for long periods of time. This lets them get the wiggles out and helps with “time on task.” Research tells 

us that this type of break helps kids learn, pay attention and focus. Energizers are educational, too --they have 

simple but important nutrition messages or can be used to practice math and spelling skills. You can insert quick 

physical breaks in your day too! Dance to the radio, walk the dog or climb the stairs when you need a boost of 

energy! 
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