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                         Becoming an Avid Reader 

Often parents wonder if there is a correct way to turn their children into good readers. It seems as if no 

other skill is as important to school success as reading, and, therefore, it is the one about which parents 

are most concerned. Clearly, good readers read often. Here are some ways to help your children get into 

the habit of reading. 

 

Let your children read what they enjoy.  Particularly in the early years, let your children choose what 

they want to read themselves and offer no criticism, advice, or suggestions to read ”better” material. As 

a result, the motivation to learn new words and better understand what they are reading will come from 

them. They will not be learning to read to please you, but to please themselves, which is a crucial first 

step to becoming self-reliant readers. Children will love reading when it is allowed to be their own thing.  

 

Keep parent and teacher roles separate.   Sometimes when parents experience reading problems with 

their children, it is because there is confusion with teacher-parent roles. Your role as a parent should not 

be confused with a teacher’s role. You should expect teachers to assign reading homework for the 

purpose of introducing children to a variety of topics and genres. Children may not experience the same 

joy and feeling of ownership when they are reading on their own. However, if your children understand 

this, reading skills will be strengthened and a sense of pride will develop because they have completed 

their work. Reading success happens when parents expose their children to all types of content and 

allow them to choose what to read to themselves. Introduce them to others who might recommend the 

prefect book. Oversee children’s reading homework assignments to ensure that they are completed 

accurately and within given timeliness. It is the teacher’s role to introduce children to literature genres, 

classics or what is defined as good literature, as well as to teach comprehension, phonics, and study 

skills. 

 

Praise your children’s reading progress.   Some children learn to read more quickly than others, 

children need opportunities and encouragement as they learn to be good readers. Encourage children to 

keep on reading even when it is difficult. Help them with difficult words or passages. 

 

Monitor school performance. Offer to help with homework. Even if children have no assigned 

homework. Even if children have no assigned homework, they can benefit from a few minutes of 

reading time each day for learning activities. Using homework time to practice reading is an easy way to 

keep trach of progress your child is making in reading. 

 

Limit television viewing to make time for reading.   Generally, let TV watching frees up time that can 

be used for reading. Reading teaches children to actually use their imagination. While television presents 

all the answers. 

 

Use the local library.   Encourage participation in library activities and book 

clubs. Have personal library cards in your children’s names. Take regular 

trips to the library to check out new books. 

 

By encouraging free reading, keeping roles separate, praising reading 

progress, monitoring reading performance, limiting TV watching, and using 

the library, you can help your children become avid readers. 

 

Mr. Kerry R. Keener, Ed.S 



 

 

 
 
 

The kindergarten classrooms have been filled with fun and learning during 

the month of February!  We started in early February with Groundhogs Day 

and learned about weather and shadows.  Next, we shared treats and cards 

with our friends to recognize Valentine's Day.  We celebrated the 100th 

Day of School by doing many activities to help the kindergarteners understand how much 

100 really is.  It's hard to believe it has been 100 days already!  We are more than 

halfway through the year!   February is National Dental Health month, so we've been 

learning about caring for our teeth. Finally, in February we enjoyed learning 

about Abraham Lincoln and George Washington.   We are looking forward to reading Dr. 

Seuss books and practicing rhyming words to celebrate Dr. Seuss' birthday on March 

2nd.  March is Reading Month so it will be a focus in our classrooms.  We will also learn 

about how March "comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb".  March is the month for 

St. Patrick's Day and those tricky little leprechauns.  As you can see, in addition to all of 

the reading, writing, and math we do, kindergartners have much to keep busy with while 

they are at school!      

 

Despite the fact we missed some school due to inclement weather, February 

was a very busy month for our first graders!  They learned about geometry, 

story elements and summarization. In Science, we started our unit about 

light and sound. Students also participated in activities relating to 

Groundhog’s Day, Valentine's Day, President's Day, and our Hundredth Day of School!  

We had an action packed three weeks of school in February! We hope everyone had an 

enjoyable winter break. We are looking forward to many fun activities in March 

surrounding many themes: National Read Across America Day, St. Patrick's Day, and 

spring activities.  

 

February may be the shortest month, but that didn’t stop the 2nd graders 

from learning and exploring some of the most important concepts of the year. 

In reading, we have added many new fluency, accuracy, comprehension, and 

vocabulary strategies in addition to working on determining text importance. 

In math, we continued to work on our subtraction concepts and began our unit 

on measurement. In science, we are hard at work as “investigators” exploring matter and 

its properties and structure. We also enjoyed our presentation on water conservation 

from MSU and celebrating the 100th day of school! We are looking forward to Spring and 

all the activities planned for celebrating March is Reading Month!  



 

Third grade has had a lot of fun for the first 100 days of school!  We are still 

working hard on multiplication and division.  We are also learning about 

geometric shapes and will soon begin fractions.   The history of Michigan is 

very interesting and we are learning so much!  For example, we are learning 

about how Michigan played an important role in the Underground Railroad.  For science 

we’ve been learning about motion and forces.  We are looking forward to “March is 

Reading Month” and all of the fun activities we have planned to celebrate it.  We can’t 

wait for spring and all the great new things we’ll be doing and learning! 

 

Spring is quickly approaching and we are all looking forward to the sunshine 

and warmer temperatures. This month, in reading, students will continue to 

develop reading comprehension and fluency strategies. In math, we finished 

up our geometry unit and began studying fractions. We will focus on finding 

equivalent fractions, comparing fractions, improper fractions and mixed 

numbers, along with adding and subtracting with like denominators. In writing, we 

completed our opinion/persuasive essays and are now working on our informational pieces. 

In science, we are having so much fun learning about energy. In social studies, we are 

currently studying economics. The spring round of NWEA testing for 4th grade is the 

week of March 4th. Please make sure your child is well rested for those days and in 

attendance, unless he/she is ill, of course. We are looking forward to all the fun March 

brings us! 

 

It’s hard to believe that we are planning the last trimester of the school year! 

Please continue to encourage your child to complete assignments and make 

good choices. The students in all classes are wrapping up this month by 

following the Mushers on the Iditarod trail. It is a grueling, snow covered, 

1,049-mile journey through Alaska. Students will be tracking their progress 

daily. In math we are learning about fractions and decimals, in Science we are starting 

Systems & Survival.” In Social Studies we are reading about the turmoil between the 

American colonists and the King of England, which will lead to the American Revolution. 

Congratulations to Adrianna Ramirez, she will be representing the 5th Grade at the 

District Writing Celebration. Students are looking forward to the band concert at 

Sterling height High School arrive at 6:30pm on March 19th. All fifth grade students will 

be taking the NWEA district test the week of March 5th. They will be tested on reading, 

writing, and math skills. We are excited for our 2nd Trimester reward to attend the 

movie “A Wrinkle in Time” on March 20th. We have been enjoying the novel in class. 

Finally, we have two fantastic learning experiences during this month. The first is the 

Native American display, and Distance Learning experience though the MISD that goes 

along with the novel “Breadwinner” with Afghanistan women who has survived the Taliban.  



 

 

Welcome to the Building Healthy Communities Program 

 
March #1  March is Reading Month. March is Nutrition Month.  

 

Health and reading go hand-in-hand! The Building Healthy Communities program combines 

healthy eating education with reading in many ways. From sending home healthy home 

works to reading nutrition labels in class, your child is developing in both reading and health 

knowledge. There are also lots of ways to incorporate reading and nutrition at home! Be on 

the lookout for the “Healthy Parent Tip Sheets” created by the USDA and read them with 

your children. Visit your local library and get a book on the importance of healthy eating and 

being physically active or pick out a cookbook and try making a recipe together! 

 

March #2  Think Green!  
 

There is a day in March that is associated with the color green--St. Patrick’s Day, which is 

always on March 17th. Why not try to eat as many green foods as you can on that day for 

breakfast, lunch, snacks and dinner? And of course those foods should be healthy ones! You 

could have green apples (they are healthier if you leave the peels on), broccoli (cooked or 

raw), celery (try filling it with peanut butter and topping it with raisins), green grapes, or 

sliced, raw green peppers. Try spinach pasta or wraps. Have a green salad (lettuce or 

spinach). Ask your children to think of other green foods they like that are also nutritious. 

 

March #3        A Healthy Lunch Helps Kids Stay on Task All Afternoon 
 

If your child buys his or her meals from the school cafeteria, you should know that every 

lunch is required to have at least one fruit and vegetable. Ask your child what fruit and 

vegetable was served that day and if they ate it! If your child brings a lunch from home to 

school, make sure it has at least one fruit or veggie, a whole grain food such as bread or 

crackers, and a low-fat dairy choice. Mix it up! Throw in a different fruit or vegetable so 

your children are surprised by a new color, taste, or texture when it’s time to eat. The easiest 

way to include a dairy food is to have the milk offered at school. Trail mix and dry cereal are 

other ways to include a whole grain in your child’s lunch. Avoid sugary beverages including 

pop, juice drinks, and sports drinks. Water or low-fat milk are the best choice! 

 

March #4  Spring Has Sprung!  
 

Now that it stays light longer and there are warmer days, it’s easier to get outside and 

exercise. What physical activities can your family do together? Walk, dance, ride bikes, 

jump rope, go to the recreation center to swim or work out. Walking instead of driving saves 

gas money and is good for you. If you live close enough to school, do you have time in your 

schedule to walk to school with your kids? Or walk there to use the playground? If your 

school has a walking club, can you sign up your child? The important thing is to get off the 

couch and move more. Being healthy feels good and healthy students are better learners. 
 

 



 

…But I don’t feel so good…  
Many times students are being sent to school “not feeling good” 

and told if they don’t feel any better they can call home or mom’s 

/dad’s work place. Students have been sick to their stomach on the 

way to school, are running temperatures, continually coughing, 

complaining of a sore throat, or just plain “don’t feel good.” If your 

child is not feeling well, and especially, running a temperature, please do not send 

him/her to school. A child should be fever free, without medicine, for 24 hours 

before coming back to school. 
                                                                                                

Plan Ahead  

Please have children prepare for school the night before. Be 
sure lunch or lunch money, homework, books, gym shoes, 
and musical instruments are in or near back packs, so they 
are not forgotten. We are trying to promote student 
responsibility.  
Phone calls home for missing papers, gym shoes, instruments, lunches, 

agendas, etc. will not be allowed — only for sickness and emergencies.  
 

 

Daylight Saving Time Begins March 10. 

Turn your clocks ahead 1 hour. 

 

CAFETERIA 

NEWS 
 

See the monthly calendar of lunch 

selections which is sent home at the 

beginning of each month or it is located 

on the district website,   

http://www.wcskids.net/Departments/nu

trition-services/index.html  

 

BREAKFAST & LUNCH PRICE 
Breakfast - $1.25   

Reduced Breakfast .30¢ 
Lunch - $2.75          

Reduced Lunch .40¢   Milk .60¢ 

 

 

 

     P.T.O NEWS 
 

The next PTO Meeting is March 5th   at 

7:00PM in the cafeteria. Please join us to 

help make a difference. 

 

PTO officers for the 2018-19 school 

year are as follows:  

 
 President       Robert Callender   

 Vice President     Leah Merciez     

 Secretary         Jessica Callender     

 Treasurer        Angela Hinman   

http://www.wcskids.net/Departments/nutrition-services/index.html
http://www.wcskids.net/Departments/nutrition-services/index.html


      

     PEARL LEAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL                             At Home Reading Calendar 

  Student Name: ________________                         Teacher Name: ________________      

March 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1  

 
 Dance Night 

from 6:00 – 8:00 

 

 
 

 

2 

3 4 

 

5 
PTO meeting 

5th grade parent 

night at Beer 

M.S. @ 6:30 PM 

6 7 8 
 

 

½ day of school 

Dismissal @ 12:03 

9 

10 
 

11 12 13 14 

 

PTC 
½ day of school 

Dismissal @ 12:03 

15 

 
Green Bagels 

16 

17 
 

18 

 

19 20 21 22 
Popcorn Sale 

 

Coney Magic 

Night 

23 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

 
Writing 

celebration @ 

6:30 PM @ WMHS 

27 28 29 

 
½ day of school 

Dismissal @ 12:03 
 

 

       2019 

 

Each day that the 

student reads the 

required amount of 

time, a parent / 

guardian will 

initial the 

appropriate box on 

the calendar. 

Students turn in 

the calendar 

during the first 

week of the 

following month. 

 

K-2 Students: Read 

for a minimum of 

15 minutes each day. 

 

Grade 3-5 Students: 

Read for a minimum 

of 20 minutes each 

day. 

 

Students should 

read the required 

amount, a 

minimum of 25 

days per month. 

 

March 
 

 



 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMEBER 
 

½ DAY SCHOOL 
March 8  Dismissal @ 12:03 PM 

March 14  Dismissal @ 12:03 PM 

March 14        PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 

         From 1:00 - 3:30 & 5:00 – 8:00   

March 29  Dismissal @ 12:03 PM 
 

Last Day of School 

Thursday, June 13 - ½ Day  

 

 

 

 
 


